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Background: Status Quo

• scientific and technological innovations in 
biomedicine involving human participants in the 
research and development phases are considered 
by independent RECs in terms of ethics and law

• New developments:
• ethics reviews are being requested by research 

funding bodies and scientific journals, even 
outside the field of biomedicine where they 
are not legally required

• there are only a few RECs established to review 
research projects outside biomedical research

• national structures for a joint exchange of non-
medical RECs are often lacking

• the demands on researchers to reflect ethically 
on their own research have grown more and 
more in recent years



New ethical requirements: 
Science within Society

• research is changing our world more and more 
profoundly

• this requires ethical reflection already in the 
research and development phase

• due to the worldwide interconnection of research 
institutions, the changes encounter different social 
contexts and value systems in a globalised world

• more and more human participants are involved in 
scientific projects outside the biomedical research 

• broad responsibility of researchers:
• „Respect for colleagues, research participants, 

society, ecosystems, cultural heritage and the 
environment.“ (ALLEA ECoC, 2017, p. 4)

• stronger normative interaction between science and 
society



Ethical Self assessments and ethical 
reviews in Europe: The needs

• ethics review outside biomedical research very heterogeneous in the EU

• often, not required by national laws, professional laws or guidelines. 

• in some jurisdictions it is difficult for researchers to find an ethics 
committee to advise them and review their projects

• different systems in the Member States:

• medical RECs review projects of other disciplines

• specific RECs for non-medical disciplines of faculties

• central RECs of universities or other research organisations

• central national RECs

• need for an exchange of experience to harmonise the procedures 
between the member states, but also between the ethics review at the 
level of the European Commission and the member states



EUREC as a European Forum: The Future

http://www.eurecnet.org/documents/EUREC_Positionpaper_March_2021.pdf

• EUREC would like to encourage European institutions and European countries 
without established RECs of this kind and without existing national networks 
to initiate an ethics review system beyond biomedical research. 

• EUREC will also work with national networks of RECs and European 
researchers to draft new guidance documents and revise established 
guidelines and codes for RECs outside biomedical research. 



Cooperation with Research: The Links

European Network
of Research Ethics

and Research Integrity
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